Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.007 Å; R factor = 0.110; wR factor = 0.312; data-to-parameter ratio = 18.0.
In the title compound, C 10 H 7 ClN 2 , the carbonitrile group is twisted away from the plane of the indole ring system [C cy -C me -C ar -C ar = À44.7 (8) ; cy = cyanide, me = methylene and ar = aromatic]. In the crystal, N-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds link the molecules into C(7) chains propagating in [010] . Aromatic stacking interactions [minimum centroid-centroid separation = 3.663 (3) Å ] are also observed.
Related literature
For a related structure, see: Ge et al. (2012) .
Experimental
Crystal data C 10 H 7 ClN 2 M r = 190.63 Monoclinic, P2 1 =c a = 9.761 (2) Å b = 11.205 (2) Å c = 8.7791 (18) Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Symmetry code: (i) Àx þ 2; y À 1 2 ; Àz þ 1 2 .
Data collection: CrystalClear (Rigaku, 2005); cell refinement: CrystalClear; data reduction: CrystalClear; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: DIAMOND (Brandenburg & Putz, 2005) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97. Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 30% probability level. Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating Rfactors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger.
Figures
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å 2 ) 
Geometric parameters (Å, °)
Cl1-C18 1.773 (5) C14-H14A 0.9300 N1-C11 1.128 (6) C15-C20 1.413 (6) N2-C14 1.381 (6) C15-C16 1.419 (6) N2-C16 1.384 (5) C16-C17 1.408 (6) N2-H4A 0.8600 C17-C18 1.390 (6) C11-C12 1.455 (7) C17-H17A 0.9300 C12-C13 1.522 (6) C18-C19 1.396 (7) C12-H12A 0.9700 C19-C20 1.379 (7) 
